The role of atrial natriuretic peptide in the immune system.
Atrial natriuretic peptide (ANP) is a hormone predominately produced by the heart atria which regulates the water and salt balance as well as blood pressure homeostasis. Being expressed in various parts of the immune system a link of the peptide to the immune system has been proposed. In fact, this review focus on effects of ANP in the immune system and reports about the role of the peptide in innate immune functions as well as in the adaptive immune response.